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420 Blanchard S5%.
Apt. 709

Seattle 1, Wash.
July 20, 1951

Seattle Gity Gouncil
¢*ty County Bullding
Seattle, Washington

Gentlement
RE: De-contrel of rents

In considering the petitions of the apartment house owners for the
de-control of rents in Seattle, won't you please also consider the
other gide of the story, that of the tenant.

For the most part spartment house owners have done nothing in the way
of improving, redecorating or repairing during the past ten years. 1In
gpite of rent controls, there have besn several rent increases. The last
increase was effective May 1, 1951. The buildings where rent is contrelled
are e¢ld,

Seattle rentals are higher than in meost eities,

Since housing is so scarce, if there are ne contrels, the ownera can
raise rents. to- suit themselves, As an exampleé of such-a condition, T cite
the following actual case. = I have a friend in Tacoms who has lived in
the same apartment house for nine yeare. Nothing had been done in the way
of-redecorating her apartment since she moved in in 1942; the apartment was
dlrty and dingy, e in order %o improve the only home she has, she went
te the expense of having it redecorated. When the rent countrels in Tacome
were lifted about three weeks ago, sn inspection was made by the owner of
the apartments in that perticular building. My friend's rent was increased
$15.00, while that of another acquaintance, who has an identical sapartment
“but- whe had dene ne redecorating, received a rent increase of $5.00. My
frisnd is now paying for her own redecorating in increased rent.

is

The reason I say that housing is still scarce is that I know it/be-
cause for the past six weeks T have endeavered to help a girl frisnd find
an spartment. This girl ears spproximately $225.00 and csnnot afford
to pay more then $50.00 per month rent (most of ue cen't). We have conbed
the city going from one spartment house to the other. Almost without ex-
ception there is a "No Vacancy" sign. 4 few of the spartment house menagers
will take her name, which she always requests them to do, btut most always we
are told, "WE JUST NEVER HAVE A VACANCY". There are vacancles in the ney
epertment tuildings, but the rent is se high ($80.00 te $110.00), that she
would nét be able to eat if she wers to move into one of them. (This girl
is not repulsive; she is a responsibls person who can give good references
and mekes a very good appearance.)
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Wages for white cellar workers have net gone up and as a result of
the high cost of living, most of us barely gubsist now. As for myself,
T have out corners in every pessible manner, end if rent goes up again,
1 will have to drep my life insurance.

We need rent contrel,

Sincerely youre,

Jean M, Skeens
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1427 3rd West
20 July 1951

City Council
County City Building
Seattle, Washington

Gentlemen?

I am wribing to express wy opinion with regerd to removal of
rent controls in the city of Seattle. I om definitely opposed to
1ifbing rent controls .in the city of Seattle because ol the high
cost of living in this area.

In spite of the fact that local housing is reported as ample,
yet it has been my personal experience that the moderately priced,
and desirable living accommodations in apartment buildings are at
a premium and in constant demand, T have found that without
personal contacts with managers or owners of such bulldings it is
practically impossible tc obtain this type of housing. I have noted
that the buildings with apartments in the higher priced rental:
braciets quite frequently have vacancies and have signs posted at the
entrance, but to the person of lower or mederate income bracket the
rental. fees in these buildings are prohibitive.

I. sincerely hope that the City Council will give serious
consideration to this problem and continue the rent conirol system
to avoid drastié¢ hardships for the working class of people with
moderate incomese ' '

Sincerely,

P

R, B, Wild
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Seattle; Washingbon
July 17, 1951

Mr, Robert Harlan
County~City Bldge
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr, Harlan:

As one of the large number of apartment house
dwellers I wish to protest the de~control of
renb,

I do not feel that there is adequate housing for
those wishing mediuwm priced accomodations, = If
decontrol would take place, I feel this would work
a real hardship on those people whose incomes . are
fixed as is the case in so many instances.

I have many friends who live in apartment houses

and in every instsnce any improvements or re-
decorating has been done at the expense of the
tenante In most instances a 25% raise has already -
bben allowed., = Add to this the cost of redecoratingy
and I feel that most landlords are getting an
adequate rental for their apartmenise ’

As the apartment owmers are an organized group,
naturally the pressure brought by them is more
apparent than that exercised by the tenants,

“ININND0A FHL 40 ALITYAO FHL 04 30a S .1

3OLLON SiHL NVHL HY310 8537 SIINVHd SIHL NI LNIWND0A JHL 4l

*JOILON




T do feel, however, that it would be a serious
mistake ‘bo not comtinue the control on renis.

5. ncerely, -

SIS Leofh,

{(Mrs) Fleanor Randolph
1307 B, k1 #H
Seattle, Washington
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#105 Commodore Apartaents
4005 15th Ayenue N.E,
Seattle 5, Washington
July 17, 1951

Hr. Robert Harlin

Seattle City Council
County-City Building
Seattle, Weshington

Desr Mr, Harlin:

Tejustica to those of us who live in rented units, I
should like to point out that there is n defintde possibility of
herdship should rent control be allowed to be lifted by action of the
City Council in Seattle.

Any suggestion of lack of scarcity in rentel units ie hardly
borne-out by the seituation that preveile by which houses that
charge & relatively moderate rate of rental have long waiting lists
for tenants. Furthermore, in our case, as well as in most apertments,
the-rentals hove alrendy increased twent;—(hve percent duringthe pest:

year or so. Then too, the experience in other place where rent control

has been lifted shows exorbitent increases have been mede in rentes.
For the sake of the imeny tenants in apartments and rented

houees in Seattle, under the present circumstances rents should not be
decenttolled in Seattle. And I exhort you in jour elected position to

protect these psraons.
- ~\ Very truly ypurs, ég;;\
////;12¢1¢Z> {/Ai(
rington

Donal Ha
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vacancies. . Only cheap:rooming

Y

Jviy 16, 19

Mr. Robert H. Harlin
President, City Council
Seattile, Washingion

Desar Mrs Harlin:

We protset decontrol of remtels. In spite of the misinformation
by realtors, thers is a decided shortage of living quarters. HAVE YOU
TRIED TO FIND AN APARTMENT LATELY? Only such places as are shabby and
unfit to live in are availsble.

The new credit controls

beve made it imposaiblse for anyons of
small meens to buy a home due

20 the large down payments demanded.

We have already had two raises in rent with no added services
or improvements - and gll the gpartments are fully rented with no
houses unfit to *ive.in are available.

We lock to youw %o protéct us in this crigis.

Sincersly yours,

7o ZM S e 00

Mre. E. R.. Stockwell

)
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1825 Nagls Place
Apt 315
Seattle, Washington

To the Members of the City Council
Attention Mre, Robert H. Harlin

Gerntblemens

‘We. simply nmust not have vent de-control 1n Seattle, The reports
thet there is sufficient housing in Seattle is a lot of hooeye.
The ‘average person cannot afford to live in the apartments,
sgpeclally the peop:s who have small salaries, & budget to
‘meet and the necessary thing: it takes to live.

The Apertment- Operetors! Assoclation, naturally are working
for -their own benefit, that is understandable, they want more
snterest on their invesbments, to build more apartments to
charge high rents and so it goes but we who find 1t hard to
meet the now high rent, will be pressed for more., It 1s not
faivr to ask of the average man with a family.

_Pleage note the advertisements in the logsl newspapers in the
for rent columns, none are the price that the ordinary purse
can afford., I grant you there is plenty of houslng BUT-~ how
many can afford those prices,

please do not remove pent controls when it will hurt so many
and benefit so few, the few who do not need 1it.

please give thls serious thoughts,

Yours btruly

Mrs Florence Lawson
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